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SEARSPORT - NORTHERN MAINE JCT.

Above left - Searsport (0.1) Since its opening in 1869 as the Bangor
& Piscataquis, the southern terminus of the railroad was at Old Town.
Later, trackage rights were granted by the
Maine Central to access Bangor. A line was
built from South LaGrange to Searsport in
1905 to provide an independent route to a
deepwater port. The south end of this line
was at Mack Point where a coal terminal
was established. The station, built in 1905,
was originally located near the roundhouse
at the north end of the Mack Point yard at
mileage 0.6. In 1936 it was moved to this
location just north of the coal conveyor,
visible in the background of this view on a
foggy day in 1954.

Right - A fall 1964 view of the north end
of the station shows it with a fairly fresh
coat of two-tone gray paint. The caboose
and F3 number 42 are tied up in front of the
station. At times, a through train originated
at Searsport and ran to Millinocket or East
Millinocket. (Melvin Photos Collection)
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Above - This trackside view of the station on September 8, 1968 shows that the passenger platform has been removed and new steps built.
(Herman Shaner, Melvin Photos Collection)

bangor station
Right - Despite approaching the city from two different directions over the
years and having its corporate offices in its downtown, the railroad never served
Bangor directly by rail. In the early years, the Bangor & Aroostook had trackage
rights over 12 miles of the Maine Central from Old Town to Bangor, serving the
city at the Exchange Street station, a three-story business block remodeled to
serve as a station in 1872. Bangor Union Station, built in 1906-07, replaced
Exchange Street station. Later on, the BAR had 5.72 miles of trackage rights
over the MEC from Northern Maine Jct. to Bangor. This photo was taken at 3:15
PM from the corner of Exchange and Washington St. on a snowless Valentine's
Day in 1955. A Trailways bus is at the street entrance to the station.
(Ray Higgins, Mildred Beane Collection)
Below - This overall view from the Bangor-Brewer Bridge taken the same day
shows the Kenduskeag Stream bridge on the left and a 16-car Maine Central
local freight backing past the station, its red caboose about to pass the switch
tender's shack. Powered by an Alco switcher, this train was likely the South
Brewer Switcher. (Ray Higgins, Mildred Beane Collection)
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SOUTHERN DIVISION MAINLINE
NORTHERN MAINE JCT. TO MILLINOCKET
Right - At the point
where the railroad’s
seaport extension to
Searsport intersected
the Maine Central
mainline in Hermon,
the BAR established
Northern Maine
Junction (29.5). This
elaborate network of
yard and interchange
tracks used two long
fills and a through
girder bridge to cross
the Maine Central line.
A deck girder bridge
crossed U. S. Route 2
and Maine Route 100
as this highway passed
through Hermon
parallel to the MEC
mainline. This sign,
photographed on
March 25, 1955,
directed motorists to the original access road to the Northern Maine Junction station, almost
across from the “The Junction” convenience store.
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Right - When this photo
of the new sand tower
was taken on August
23, 1949, the railroad
had already purchased
26 diesels and was more
than half way to complete
dieselization less than
two years away.

Below - Looking east from the BAR mainline overpass, four MEC
tracks can be seen, the MEC mainline is the second from the left. The
two year old diesel fuel storage tanks stand out on this cloudy day,
May 26, 1949.

MEDFORD CUTOFF

Built in 1907 and opened in early 1908, the Medford Cutoff was built in response to the evolution of bigger freight cars and locomotives, which allowed the operation of longer
trains. In addition to being 4.2 miles shorter between the mainline stations of South LaGrange and Parkard, it eliminated a number of short steep grade changes on the mainline.
The Cutoff favored southbound trains, the "loaded direction", with one steep downgrade of two miles from Dean to the significant bridge over the Piscataquis River about one
mile north of Medford, and another downgrade just north of South LaGrange. The Cutoff also had one of three dragging equipment detectors on the Southern Division.
Located at mileage 3.03, it checked southbound trains for broken undercarriage equipment and set a signal at mileage 0.83 to stop if any were detected. The 28.1-mile line was
equipped with three long passing sidings. The first one was 135 car lengths at Binney, mileage 5.4 from South LaGrange. The second was a 96-car siding at Medford (9.7) and
the third was 108 car lengths at Adams milage 16.5. This is a view looking south at Medford at 2:20 PM on Wednesday, August 23, 1950. The siding was beyond the station on
the right. The apparatus in the foreground is a cattle guard to keep cattle from going onto the road.
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GREENVILLE BRANCH
Left - The 48.8-mile Greenville Branch
encompassed approximately sixty percent of
the original Bangor & Piscataquis Railroad
(B&P) from Old Town to Greenville. The
latter point was reached in 1884. From
Derby, the line followed the Piscataquis
River for 35 miles, to Blanchard. The first
station on the line was South Sebec (5.8)
where this combination freight and passenger
station stood in 1954. The location was also
known as Sebec Station Post Office.
Right - There was only a flag stop shelter
with the sides closed in at East Dover
(10.5) when this photo was taken on
August 23, 1950.
The Bangor & Aroostook once had
its own station at Dover-Foxcroft
(13.5). This is the Maine Central
station, used by the BAR when this
photo was taken on August 23, 1950.
The original B&P station, built when
the line reached Dover-Foxcroft in
1869, was located about one quarter
mile south of the MEC station. This
view of the MEC station is from the
southwest corner of the building and
the train order signal can be seen on
the northwest corner. Its aspect also
applied to movements on the BAR.
The BAR mainline ran parallel to
the Maine Central Foxcroft Branch
for one mile from the MEC yard on
Summer St. to the point where the
MEC line turned southwest to cross
the Piscataquis River. After the BAR
abandoned the Greenville Branch
from Guilford to Derby in 1964, the
MEC retained one mile of the line
south of the two roads’ connection to
reach several existing customers and
established a pulpwood loading yard
at the end of the line that was used by
|International Paper Co. to load wood
for their mill in Jay.
6

BROWNVILLE JCT. BRANCH

The B&KIW was leased to the Bangor & Piscataquis
in 1887 and became part of the BAR four years later.
Once the BAR was extended north of Brownville
toward Millinocket, the line was considered the
Katahdin Iron Works or KI Branch. The line north of
Brownville Jct. was abandoned by the BAR in 1922.
The line crossed the Canadian Pacific just west of the
CP station at Brownville Jct. and a 1943 USGS map
shows a yard just north of this crossing and the line
in existence about 1.5 miles north. What remained in
1949 was the four-miles from Brownville to
Brownville Jct. The branch is still referred to as the
“KI.” All photos on this page were taken on
September 3, 1950. Brownville Jct station was built in
1906, the photo on the left shows the south end of the
station and the photo on the right shows the north end.
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MILLINOCKET

As the railroad construction was being pushed north to reach Millinocket (104.8) in 1894, another great endeavor was unfolding. Civil engineer Charles
Mullen had been involved in building a groundwood pulp mill in Enfield. Considering the great flow of water from North Twin Lake toward the West Branch
of the Penobscot River, Mullen saw potential in building pulp and paper mills in Millinocket. After Mullen bought out the initial investors, he partnered with
Garrett Schenck, who had been a Vice President with International Paper Co. With George Stearns as their land agent, the new company, named Great Northern Paper (GNP) in 1899 soon owned over a quarter million acres of woodland. Construction began in the spring of 1899 with the first newsprint shipped in
November 1900. By the mid 1930s, GNP was operating the largest newsprint mill in the world. As we study the BAR structures in Millinocket in this chapter,
consider that Millinocket might have remained a simple flag stop had this mill, simply called “the Northern” by natives not been built. This is a view of the station and yard looking north on a hazy afternoon in August 1959. (470 Club Collection)
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EAST MILLINOCKET BRANCH
In response to the Great Northern Paper Company’s plan to build a new mill nine miles downstream
from Millinocket, the Schoodic Stream Railroad was built in 1906 and 1907 and leased to the BAR. Still
identified by the number used for years by a mixed train, freight 161 with GP7 number 74 is arriving at
East Millinocket (9.2) on June 5, 1962. The section house on the left, in fresh solid gray, stood on the
east side of the track at the beginning of the East Millinocket yard. (David Parker)
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SOUTHERN DIV. MAINLINE - MILLINOCKET TO OAKFIELD
Although not used as double track with a
current of traffic, there was a “second track”
extending from a pair of crossovers just
north of the “iron bridge” at the north end of
Millinocket yard, at mileage 105.79 north to
Bowden (107.3). The branch to East
Millinocket diverged from this second track
one tenth of a mile south of Bowden. This is
a view looking north at Schoodic Stream Jct.
from the combine on the rear of mixed train
number 164 on April 4, 1953. The switch for
the branch has been relined for the second
track, using the switch with an unusually tall
switch stand. The color light signal in the
distance has a dummy mast indicating that it
governs on the main track at the left and not
the so-called second track. There was a
second dragging equipment detector just
north of the crossovers, at mileage 105.9.

Below - In 1952, at mileage
112.8, a spur named East Branch
left the mainline on the west side
and ran up along the west bank
of the East Branch of the
Penobscot River. This is a view
of the south end of bridge
number 113.14, commonly
referred to as the Grindstone
Bridge, taken on July 31, 1954.
It has sharp curves on either end
to bring the alignment of the
track to a right angle to the river,
at this narrow point, allowing
the line to cross the river with
two spans. A third smaller span
crosses Route 11 visible on the
opposite end of the bridge.
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Below - The station and freight house at Grindstone (113.7) were on the
west side of the mainline, and there was a 49-car siding on the east side in
front of the station. The station was for sale when this photo was taken on
October 9, 1952, and it was torn down a year later. There was also a section crew dwelling and a spur track with a loading platform near the south
end of the passing siding.

PATTEN BRANCH
Left - The Sherman and Patten Railroad began operating their 5.87-mile line in the
fall of 1897. The line was soon leased to the BAR, becoming the Patten Branch.
This line diverged to the west from the Southern Division mainline at Patten
Junction, 1.1 miles north of Sherman and ran north along the western edge of the
Thousand Acre Bog, crossed the county line into Penobscot County, and terminated
in Patten (5.7) on a side hill above the west bank of Fish Stream, a meandering
tributary of the West Branch of the Mattawamkeag River. In this scene at the south
end of the yard on July 20, 1954, several yard tracks can be seen spreading out to
serve a number of industries in Patten. The section house is visible on the right.

Right - Photographed on the same day as the above
scene, this three-door potato house was covered in
dark green siding and served by two stub ended tracks,
allowing a total of six cars to be spotted at once. This
structure was still standing in 2010.
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NORTHERN DIV. MAINLINE

The great expansion northward in 1895 had connected Brownville and Caribou.
As the line ran north from Oakfield, it followed several small streams until it
reached Ludlow (155.6). In this photo taken in October 1949, the train order
signal is missing from the station, but otherwise the building still seems occupied
with curtains in the windows of the upstairs living quarters.

The Town of New Limerick was located on the Drews Lake Road, and the station at
New Limerick (159.7) was about a half-mile north of the main part of town. A 1938
USGS map shows a short spur east off the mainline running to the town. The station and
freight house can be seen in this photo taken on August 25, 1950. See how these two-story
stations, although very similar, are different. The windows in this style come through the
canopy whereas they are above the canopy on the Ludlow station.
The station appears to be an open agency
as evidenced by the train order signal
in place; however, the upstairs has been
boarded up as seen in this photo taken in
August 1965. From New Limerick, the
railroad followed the Meduxnekeag River
through Cary’s Mills at mileage 164.1,
past a single-ended spur at Horseback at
mileage 165.1 and on to Houlton.
(David Parker)
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FORT FAIRFIELD BRANCH
Looking at a map of the Bangor &
Aroostook, one gets the impression that
the line to Fort Fairfield might be an
insignificant little (13-mile) line; but this
is not the case! The first clue to the
contrary comes with the fact that the
branch was built at the same time as the
mainline through to Caribou and was
not an afterthought. From the junction at
Phair, the line proceeds northeast upgrade
roughly following Prestile Stream,
arriving at Easton (3.8). Here is a view
of the station at Easton taken in a heavy
snowstorm on February 28, 1955.

This photo taken on August 6, 1966 shows that little had changed in 11 years,
other than that the station is now painted in the two-tone gray. The freight
house was still in use at this time. Easton was incorporated and renamed in
1956; it had previously been known as Fremont Plantation. It took the name
of Major General John C. Fremont, a prominent Republican of the time, but
best known as an explorer in the West, who sought out routes for the railroad
expansion across the country. Easton has been a manufacturing center with a
sugar beet refinery in the 1960s, a McCain food processing plant and wood
products production. (David Parker)
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LIMESTONE BRANCH

Above - In 1897, one of several lines added to the Bangor & Aroostook system was
the 15.7-mile Limestone Branch. Like the mainline north of Caribou to Van Buren,
this remote area had been settled well before the railroad’s construction, with
Limestone incorporated in 1869. The line branch the Northern Division mainline at
Caribou and following the Aroostook River downstream in a southeasterly direction
for about six miles before turning northward and crossing Murphy Road at mileage
6.4. Prior to reaching Murphy Road, the branch passed through Grimes’ Mill at
milepost 4 and a through siding at Williams, mileage 4.5. The railroad reached
Goodrich (9.6) after passing through Houghtonville at mileage 8.4. In this view at
Goodrich in February 1953, a single F3 in the original two-tone gray paint is powering
the Limestone Local. Handling a mix of reefers, including Santa Fe and Merchants
Despatch cars, it has stopped in front of the small Goodrich station.
(Allen Sharp, Melvin Photos Collection)

Above - This is a scene looking south at East Road (11.8). The local is doing
some switching at a potato house, with its combine stopped on the middle
track. After leaving Goodrich, the line passed Morrow Road at mileage 10.8.
Several of the station names on the Limestone Branch are simply the location
where the railroad crossed a country road and there was no town to name the
location after. At East Road the line swung north, running parallel to the New
Brunswick border about a half mile to the east and passed California Road
and into the Town of Limestone. The stations at Goodrich and East Road
were in the north end of the Town of Fort Fairfield; almost half of the branch
was within the limits of Fort Fairfield.
(Allen Sharp, Melvin Photos Collection)
In 1947, the Town of Limestone (15.7) got a feature that would make it
unique among small Aroostook county communities. In that year,
construction began on the Limestone Army Air Field. As the saying goes
“location is everything” and this location was chosen as the closest point to
Europe in the continental United States. Later named Loring Air Base after
Air Force Major Charles J. Loring, Jr., a Medal of Honor recipient during
the Korean War, it became the largest base in the Strategic Air Command.
As such, servicemen and their families from all over the country lived in this
northern Maine community until the base closed in 1994. The railroad
presence, because of the base, was also significant with the Air Force
operating a railroad from the end of the Limestone Branch for several miles
to the northwest into the base. Supplies, machinery and fuel all moved into
the base over the Limestone Branch. This is a view of the station on
May 18, 1946. (D. M. Rice, Melvin Photos Collection)
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ASHLAND BRANCH
The south end of the 95.5-mile Ashland Branch was built in 1895, as far
north as Ashland from Oakfield. A short piece was added the following year
to reach Sheridan. Under the name Fish River Railroad, the balance of the
line was completed between Sheridan and Fort Kent in 1902. Climbing a bit
as it followed the East Branch of the Mattawamkeag River to the northwest,
the line reached Smyrna Mills (2.5). This is a morning view looking north
in the 1950s. U. S. Route 2 is behind the station, and the section houses can
be seen in the distance.

In this afternoon view looking south in August 1965,
we can see that the station has lost its plank platform.
This was the original Oakfield station, moved to
Smyrna Mills in 1910. The prominent hill visible down
the tracks is 1512-foot Sam Drew Mountain about four
miles to the southeast. (David Parker)
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WASHBURN CUTOFF
With somewhat the same intentions as the Medford
Cutoff, another cutoff or “extension” was built in 1910,
three years after the Medford Cutoff. This was the 47.8-mile
Washburn Cutoff. This and the 7.6-mile Presque Isle Branch
between Mapleton and Presque Isle reached new territory and
potential customers and created an optional routing that could
benefit operations as traffic trends changed. Heading east from
Squa Pan, the line crossed the northeast end of Squapan Lake.
Midway Siding was located at mileage 5.5, and the line swung
almost due north just past that point. A gradual climb from
Squa Pan brought the branch to its first summit near mile post
5. Continuing north, the line passed Walker at mileage 9.7
then, turning to the east, crossed the northeast end of Squapan
Lake. Now running to the northeast and descending along the
North Branch of Presque Isle Stream, the line ran past a siding
at Fox, mileage 14.4, and along the base of 1480-foot
Hedgehog Mountain and 1152-foot Garland Hill, passing
Chapman at mileage 15.3 and arriving at Mapleton (17.8).
This was the first town of consequence and had the second
largest amount of potato storage in trackside houses on the
Washburn Cutoff. This is a view looking west toward Ashland
under the bridge over Route 163 in Mapleton.

In this scene looking north at Mapleton, we can see the signals protecting the
junction with the Presque Isle Branch that diverged to the right just beyond the
track crew and a motor car stopped on the mainline.
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A look in the opposite direction
past the freight house, the section
house is visible just south of the
station. In 1949, Mapleton was
listed as having a water tank, but
it may have been taken down by
the time these photos were taken.
All three photos on this page were
taken on June 27, 1952.

ST. JOHN RIVER EXTENSION
Left - When the Bangor & Aroostook built their 61.4-mile line from Van
Buren upstream along the St. John River in 1909 and 1910, the territory
had only been part of the United States for 67 years! Begun as “unfinished
business” from the end of the Revolution, the United States and Great
Britain both had claims to the same territory in the region. This dispute
simmered into the bloodless Aroostook War in 1838 during the presidency
of Martin Van Buren and was settled by the Webster-Ashburton Treaty
in 1842. First settled by French-speaking Acadians from Nova Scotia, the
village, originally named Violette Brook for early settler Francois Violette,
renamed itself Van Buren in 1842. It is no coincidence that the siding a
few miles south on the mainline was named Martin. This is a morning view
of a northbound local with BL2 number 551 switching at the combination
station at Keegan (2.8), in August 1950. Keegan was once the location of a
large sawmill. Between Van Buren and Keegan there were sidings at
Chapel Eddy, mileage 1.36 and Canadian Jct., mileage 1.53. The latter is
the connection with the Van Buren Bridge, with the short extension opened
in 1916 to connect with the National Transcontinental Railway (NTR)
across the St. John River. The NTR became part of the Canadian National
in 1918. This is the only connection the BAR had with the CN.
(Allen Sharp, Melvin Photos Collection)
Lower Right - After Grand Isle, the line continued a gentle ascent, passing through the villages of St. David, mileage 19.9 and Fournier, mileage 22.3, and the spur siding
at Pelletier, mileage 23.7, arriving in Madawaska (25.1). In 1916, Canadian lumberman Archibald Fraser bought out a local sawmill in Madawaska. He founded a pulp
mill in Edmundston, NB in 1918. The international bridge between Edmundston and Madawaska was built in 1921, and four years later, the Madawaska Mill of Fraser
Paper opened. This gave the nearly new BAR line a boost in freight tonnage from a non-agricultural source and has sustained the line to the present times. In this view
looking south in 1951, one can see the wooden freight house on the right and the brick station, built in 1926.

Below - Continuing north, the line passed through the stations of Parent, mileage
7.7, Notre Dame, mileage 9.9 and Lille, mileage 13.0 to Grand Isle (15.6), This
is a photo of the station and freight house there taken on August 16, 1967.
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